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ique stamp on their homes, 
and such projects can be 
both aesthetic and function-
al in nature. The following 
are some farmhouse de-
sign elements homeowners 
can consider as they look to 
transform their home interi-
ors with this popular style in 
mind.
· Exposed beams: Exposed 
beams instantly evoke im-
ages of a farmhouse. The 
home improvement experts 
at BobVila.com note that 
this rustic renovation proj-
ect can utilize real wood or 
faux beams that look like 
the real thing. Decorative 
beams that have nothing to 
do with a home’s structur-
al integrity can be installed 
by skilled do-it-yourselfers. 
However, even faux beams 
are heavy, and BobVila.com 
recommends homeowners 
have an engineer assess 
their existing structure prior 
to installation.
· Distressed wood finishes: 
Distressing is designed to 
make something look less 
than perfect. Distressed 
wood finishes can be found 
throughout many farm-
house style homes. Furni-
ture and picture frames can 
provide the distressed look 
farmhouse fans are looking 
for. This is a relatively inex-
pensive project that many 
homeowners can tackle on 

their own after watching 
some online tutorials that 
recommend the right tools 
and techniques to get the 
job done right.
· Kitchen sink: Many com-
ponents combine to create 
a truly classic farmhouse 
kitchen. But perhaps no 
component is more essen-
tial than the classic farm-
house sink. The renovation 
experts at HGTV note that a 
classic farmhouse sink fea-
tures a deep, wide basin. 
Farmhouse sinks are large 
enough to handle all the 
dishes that come after a big 
family meal. Old-fashioned 
porcelain sinks are worth 
consideration by homeown-
ers who want their kitchen 
sinks to evoke a traditional 
farmhouse feel.
· Countertops: HGTV rec-
ommends butcher block 
countertops for homeown-
ers who favor European 
farmhouse style. Homeown-
ers overhauling their kitch-
ens to create a farmhouse 
feel should consider install-
ing a large island with a 
walnut butcher block coun-
tertop for an authentic farm-
house feel.
Farmhouse style homes are 
wildly popular. Some simple 
renovations can help home-
owners with a fondness for 
farmhouse style bring this 
classic look into their homes.

Design ideas to give your home a 
farmhouse feel
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The agricultural industry will un-
dergo exciting changes as it 
looks to overcome developing 
challenges in the decades ahead. 
Technology will continue to play a 
pivotal role in the agricultural sec-
tor, making agriculture an evolv-
ing and exciting career path for 
young professionals.
Much has been made of projec-
tions that suggest the world pop-
ulation is increasingly looking to 
urban areas to call home. Though 
data from the United Nations indi-
cates urban areas could grow by 
2.5 billion people by 2050, more 
recent UN data indicates that 90 
percent of that increase will take 
place in Asia and Africa. All told, 
estimates indicate that rural ar-
eas will remain home to 3.1 billion 
people by 2050.
A sizable rural population and the 
challenges climate change and 
population growth will present un-
derscores how important the agri-
cultural sector will be in the com-
ing decades. That means there 
should be plenty of opportunities 
for young people to make an im-

pact, especially if more efforts are 
made to encourage them to con-
sider careers in agriculture.
· Encourage agriculture-based 
curriculum. After recognizing that 
the majority of Kenyan students 
had no access to farming training 
and education, the organization 
Farm Africa initiated a program 
to make agriculture more acces-
sible to students. Students who 
participated learned about ev-
erything from keeping livestock 
to marketing produce for global 
markets. Similar programs can 
be encouraged in developed 
countries where opportunities in 
the field of agriculture figure to in-
crease in the years to come.
· Emphasize technological ad-
vancements in the field. Modern 
young people are growing up with 
technology all around them, but 
few may be aware of the vital role 
technology plays in the agricul-
tural sector. Young people’s ears 
may perk up upon hearing terms 
like “robotics” technologies are 
now a big part of life on the farm. 
Recognition of that may compel 

How to involve more young
people in agriculture

more young people to pursue 
careers in agriculture.
· Highlight the challenges ahead 
and how agricultural profession-
als can help overcome them. 
UN projections indicate the glob-
al population will grow by more 
than two billion people by 2050. 
Finding a way to feed all of those 
people in the face of climate 
change will be no small task, 
but it’s a task that will require 
dedicated agricultural profes-

sionals. Educators and parents 
can emphasize these challenges 
when speaking to young people 
about a career in the agricultural 
sector, noting that such careers 
will present real opportunities to 
make a difference.
Young people looking for reward-
ing careers in an exciting, ev-
er-evolving field can be encour-
aged to consider the agricultural 
sector.
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Perennials can add color and 
vibrancy to any garden. One 
of the more desirable compo-
nents of perennials is that they 
come back year after year, 
meaning homeowners do not 
have to invest in a gardenful of 
new flowers every year. That 
can add up to considerable 
savings. Perennials often form 
the foundation of beautiful gar-
dens.
Annuals only grow for one 
season, produce seeds and 
then die. However, perennials 
die back to the ground every 
autumn and their roots survive 
the winter. So the plants re-
emerge in the spring, accord-
ing to The Farmer’s Almanac. 
Some perennials are short-
lived, meaning they will come 
back a few consecutive years; 
others will last for decades.
Though planted perennials re-
quire less maintenance than 
annuals, they are not com-
pletely maintenance-free. Cer-
tain care is needed to help pe-
rennials thrive, and that starts 
with the soil. In fact, soil is the 
single most important factor for 
growing healthy plants. Penn 
State Extension says most pe-

rennials grow ideally in well 
drained, fertile soil with a pH of 
6.0 to 7.0. In addition, organic 
matter can improve soil texture 
and water-holding ability.
When including perennials in 
the garden, make sure you 
wait for the right time to plant 
them. The ideal time is during 
the spring or fall. Perennials 
come as container-grown pe-
rennials, which already have 
been established in the soil. 
Bare-root perennials are just 

How to care for perennials 

roots that are often packed in 
peat moss. In order to plant 
bare-root perennials, soak the 
roots in water for several min-
utes before gently planting in 
the ground, indicates the how-
to resource Tip Bulletin.
Perennials should be watered 
deeply, especially during the 
first growing season. Howev-
er, the soil should never be 
overly dry or wet. Most peren-
nials do not need to be fertil-
ized heavily. A single applica-

tion in the spring typically is all 
that’s needed.
Care along the way can in-
clude deadheading spent flow-
ers so that plants can use their 
energy on seed production 
and reblooming. Perennials 
should be divided when they 
grow large, every three to four 
years when the plants are not 
in bloom. Perennials produce 
fewer flowers or may look sick-
ly when the time has passed to 
divide them. Early spring often 
is a good time to divide peren-
nials, advises The Farmer’s Al-
manac.
A thick layer of mulch can help 
perennials to overwinter suc-
cessfully. Perennials planted 
in containers will need to be 
transplanted into the garden 
before it gets cold because 
most containers cannot thor-
oughly insulate perennial 
roots.
Apart from these strategies, 
perennials pretty much take 
care of themselves. As long as 
sunlight requirements match 
plant needs, the perennials 
should thrive. 
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continued on page 9

When planning a landscape, 
it’s tempting to pick the most 
colorful, vibrant plants. An 
eye-popping property filled 
with yellows, purples, pinks, 
and other bold colors is sure to 
catch anyone’s eye. However, 
the right plant for a property is 
not always the most colorful.
Gardening novices can eas-
ily be overwhelmed on a trip 

to their local garden center, 
where employees may ask 
a host of questions that have 
little to do with homeowners’ 
preferences and everything 
to do with the growing condi-
tions around their properties. 
Those questions may seem 
a little intense, but they’re 
well-intentioned. Successful 

What to know before planting 
around your property 
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continued from page 8What to know before planting around your property 
gardening is more about soil 
conditions and access to sun-
light than it is about the plants 
themselves. An awe-inspiring 
hydrangea bush will only im-
press if it’s planted in a loca-
tion where it can thrive.
The Landscape, Nursery and 
Urban Forestry program at 
UMass Amherst Extension 
advises homeowners to learn 
about the following site con-
ditions, and ultimately share 
that knowledge with local gar-
den center representatives, 
before they pick and plant 
anything around their proper-
ties.
· Hardiness zone: The Plant 
Hardiness Zone Map from 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture is designed to help 
gardeners determine which 
plants are most likely to thrive 
where they live. The map can 
be found on the USDA web-
site at www.usda.gov.
· Light availability, intensity, 
and duration, from full sun to 
deep shade: Prior to planting, 
homeowners can document 
this information in a notebook 
or on their smartphones. Do 

so for a long enough period 
of time that you can get an 
accurate of idea of the condi-
tions in which plants will have 
to grow, and then take that in-
formation with you to the gar-
den center where you will buy 
your plants. Employees can 
then use this info to help you 
find the right fit given the light 
conditions.
· Water availability, both 
quantity and quality, as well 
as ease of access
· Exposure to wind and tem-
perature extremes
· Exposure to weather events, 
snow loads, erosion, and 
flooding: Garden center em-
ployees can likely recom-
mend plants based on tradi-
tional weather patterns in a 
given area.
· Soil type, drainage and com-
paction: Homeowners can 
take note of any areas of their 
property where water pools 
or the ground feels especially 
soggy after rainfall. Share this 
information with garden cen-
ter employees prior to picking 
plants for such areas. If soil 
appears compacted, aeration 

prior to planting may be nec-
essary.
· Competition from existing 
vegetation, keeping in mind 
the roots underground that you 
can’t see
· Above ground wires or ob-
structions: Trees will grow up, 
and the presence of power 
lines or other obstructions may 
threaten the trees or prove 

dangerous if trees eventually 
grow into or hang over power 
lines.
Knowledge of various con-
ditions prior to planting can 
save homeowners the cost of 
replacing plants and the has-
sle of dealing with plants that 
don’t take.
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Home improvement projects 
can range from relatively in-
expensive undertakings to 
complex endeavors that cost 
homeowners thousands of 
dollars. In an effort to make 
expensive projects more af-
fordable, homeowners may 
look for ways to pitch in, and 
do-it-yourself demolition is a 
common way to cut costs.
Due to geographical fluc-
tuations in price as well as 
the scale of a project, it’s 
hard to pinpoint just how 
much homeowners can 
save by doing demolition 
work themselves. HomeAd-
visor estimates that the av-
erage small interior demo-
lition project costs just over 
$3,000, though more sig-
nificant demolition projects 
can cost considerably more 
than that. Given the cost, 
it’s no surprise that so many 
homeowners volunteer to 
do demolition on their own. 
Though it’s possible to do 
so safely, homeowners can 
take steps to determine if it’s 
in their best interest to take 
on a DIY demolition or leave 
it to the professionals.

· Conduct a cost analysis. 
Demolition projects seem 
simple, but they often require 
the use of equipment most 
homeowners don’t have on 
hand. Rentals can be con-
sidered in such instances, 
but the cost of renting equip-
ment can reduce the amount 
of money homeowners are 
saving by going it alone. For 
example, homeowners may 
be able to pull up vinyl or 
tile flooring on their own, but 
not all floors are installed 
the same. Some floors may 
have been glued more effec-
tively than others, making it 
hard and/or time-consuming 
to pull them up by hand. A 
walk-behind floor scraper 
can make it easier to re-
move such floors, but that 
equipment must be rented. 
A cost analysis comparing 
the contractors’ demolition 
cost estimate and the cost 
of DIY, complete with equip-
ment rental projections, can 
give a more accurate picture 
of how much money home-
owners will save by going it 

Tips before deciding to do a 
DIY demolition 

continued on page 19
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alone. If the savings of DIY 
are negligible, homeowners 
should probably let the con-
tractor handle the demo.
· Speak with your contrac-
tor. Prior to saying they’ll 
do the demo work on their 
own, homeowners should 
speak with their contrac-
tors to get an accurate idea 
of what the project will en-
tail. Demolition projects 
may seem simple enough, 
but contractors can illus-
trate the correct way to do 
things so as to minimize 
potentially costly damage. 
Some contractors may offer 
to help homeowners start 
the demo project and then 
leave them to their own de-
vices once they get a knack 

Tips before deciding to do a DIY 
demolition continued from page 18

for what to do. Once home-
owners see what it will take, 
they can then decide if DIY 
is best for them.
· Enlist help. No DIY demo 
should ever be done alone. 
The risk for accident and in-
jury is simply too great for 
homeowners to go it alone. 
Homeowners who can’t en-
list some volunteers to pitch 
in should leave the job to the 
professionals.
DIY demolition can save 
homeowners a lot of mon-
ey. But such projects are 
not necessarily as simple 
as they seem. Homeown-
ers should take steps to see 
exactly what they’re getting 
into before they volunteer to 
take on demo duty.
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Agricultural technology, often re-
ferred to as “AgTech,” is playing 
an increasingly bigger role on 
modern farms, and that role is 
evident when examining AgTech 
startups’ growing access to ven-
ture capital. Data from PitchBook 
and the National Venture Capital 
Association’s PitchBook-NVCA 
Venture Monitor, a quarterly re-
port on venture capital activity in 
the entrepreneurial ecosystem, 
indicates that AgTech startups 
received $6.1 billion in VC invest-
ments in 2020. That reflects a 
nearly 60 percent increase in in-

Did You Know?
vestment over 2019. Weakness-
es in the agricultural and food 
supply chain revealed during the 
pandemic undoubtedly drove 
some of that investment. Wide-
spread recognition of a need 
for improvements within the ag-
ricultural sector so it can meet 
the demands of a global popu-
lation that the United Nations 
estimates will increase by two 
billion people by 2050 also likely 
contributed to the considerable 
rise in VC investment in AgTech 
startups. 
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